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WECC-0117 Final Ballot Results 

The following is an excerpt from the December 6, 2016, WECC Standards Committee (WSC) meeting 

minutes.  Because the WECC Reliability Standards Development Procedures are directly maintained by 

the WSC, a Ballot Pool was not convened.  The WSC approved the project after four postings. 

On March 8, 2017, the project was approved by the WECC Board of Directors.  The Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission approved the procedures with an effective date of October 17, 2017. 

WSC Minutes Excerpt:  

WECC-0117 Standards Development Procedure Redraft  

On October 14, 2016, Posting 4 of the project closed. Two comments were received. Arizona Public 

Service requested that once an entity was categorized for voting purposes, that entity could not change 

its categorization absent a corporate restructuring.  The request was declined in favor of incorporation 

by reference of the NERC rules thus allowing the Procedures to self-execute along with any future 

NERC changes. 

Tacoma Power requested a change to WECC’s balloting software that would require a reminder that a 

“no” vote would not count unless submitted with an explanatory narrative.  The request was declined 

because the existing software will not allow a negative vote to be cast unless a supporting comment is 

submitted and the existing Procedures state that each negative vote must be accompanied by an 

explanation.  Tacoma’s second request was to draft business practices into the Procedures dictating 

posting coordination between NERC and WECC.  The request was declined to allow internal business 

procedures to accommodate changing business circumstances.  Tacoma’s third request was to include 

in the Procedures WECC’s business practices regarding retirement of WECC Policies.  The request was 

declined because the rules governing retirement of a document are generally predicated by the rules 

under which the document was created.    

The WSC, acting in its role as the drafting team for the WECC-0117 project, completed its Response to 

Comments for Posting 4.  A redline to Posting 3 and a clean version were posted at the WECC-0117 

Project Page on the Posted for Comment accordion.  A final review by WECC’s technical writer is 

pending.    
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On a motion from Mr. Tarantino seconded by Ms. Cabbell the WSC agreed to forward the redrafted 

Procedures to the Board with a request for regulatory disposition at NERC and FERC, subject to final 

review by WECC's technical writer.  The motion carried by consensus without dissent or abstention.  

WECC Board of Directors meeting package excerpt: 

[WECC Board of Directors] Board Resolution 

Resolved, that the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) Board of Directors (Board), acting 

upon the recommendation of the WECC Standards Committee (WSC) at the meeting of the Board on 

March 8, 2017, hereby approves the revised WECC Reliability Standards Development Procedures, as 

presented and attached hereunto.  

Background 

Clean and redline versions of the project are appended to this document. 

When NERC deregistered all Purchasing-Selling Entities, which eliminated one of the WECC 

Standards Voting Sectors, revising the WECC Reliability Standards Development Procedures became 

necessary. The proposed revisions redefine WECC’s Voting Segments to be the same as NERC’s voting 

segments, rather than being based on an entity’s registration in the NERC Compliance Registry files.  

Other changes include:  

• WECC Bylaws, NERC Glossary, and NERC Rules of Procedure definitions were incorporated 

by reference.  Participating Stakeholders have been deleted from the Procedures. 

• Treatment of a Standard Authorization Request (SAR) was clarified, explicitly requiring public 

vetting of each SAR. 

• Time windows were shortened so that: 1) 15-day windows became 14-day, 2) the 45-day Posting 

1 windows became 30 days, and 3) application to join a Ballot Body must precede a Ballot Pool 

by no less than five days. 

• WECC is excluded from the Applicability section of documents developed under the 

Procedures.  

• The Interpretation section was modified to largely mirror that of NERC.  

• A streamlined approval process for non-substantive changes was adopted. 

• The entire Step 10 appeals process was redrafted.  

• A new section for Field Tests has been added. 

• Stakeholder approval percentage requirements for documents developed under the Procedures 

was raised from a simple majority to two-thirds approval.   
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Recommendation 

The WSC recommends that the Board approve the revised WECC Reliability Standards Development 

Procedures with a request for disposition at NERC and FERC.  

Issues and Risks 

This is an administrative document having no direct impact on reliability.  If the proposed document is 

not approved, certain stakeholders may lose the right to vote because of changes to the NERC 

Compliance Registry.  

 


